Abstract
have widely different roles and consequently enjoy different status in relation to one another.
In traditional India, represented by both Hindus and Muslims 4 , a woman had a distinctly inferior ascribed status that was based not on individual ability, skill, and accomplishment but on inherited positions in the society. She was seen as only· a member in a family or a group in the role of a daughter, wife, or mother and largely denied the role as an individual with an identity, aspiration, or right of her own.
It is possible that in Vedic India women enjoyed a more equal role with men. 5 Similarly, the whole spirit of the Quran was to elevate the status of women: "And whoso doeth good works, whether of male or female, and he [or she is a believer], such will enter paradise and they will not be wronged the dint in a datestone". 6 It is of course debatable whether women enjoyed equality of status with men in ancient Hindu India and in ancient Islamic society. What is not controversial, however, is that by a complex of historical processes both Hindu and Muslim women in India in the medieval ages were placed in an inferior role, as compared with men. A Muslim writer actually defined the role of an ideal woman thus: "An ideal woman speaks and laughs rarely and never without a reason. She never leaves the house, even to see neighbours or her acquaintance. She has no woman friends, gives 4 Currently, Hindus represent 83 per cent and Muslims 11 per cent of the total Indian population. 5 Gupta, RR (1988) , "Women in Hindu Laws'', in Sushila Agrawal (ed.) (1988) , Status of Women, Jaipur, p. 43. 6 The Quran, 4:124. c:\robin\rngpap.doc Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the nation.
To realise the above goals the Constitution guarantees certain fundamental rights such as rights to equality, rights to freedom of speech and expression, some cultural and educational rights and rights to property. Along with these rights, certain negative rights, prohibiting discrimination or denial of equal protection of law are also guaranteed.
However, the Constitution of India recognises the unequal social position of women and a special clause empowers the state to make special provisions for women and children even in violation of the principle of not discriminating among citizens.
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As a result, special laws have been enacted for the protection of women workers in factories, mines and plantation; and to provide maternity relief to women workers in the organised sector.
The basic assumption underlying the radicalism of the Constitution of India is that a social . revolution could be engineered through the process of a legal system. How far has this been achieved in actual practice?
Rapid urbanization and industrialization in India in the past few decades witnessed a slow process of social change in which the joint family system has gradually broken down, or at least has ceased to play an important role in urban India. At the same time, equality of opportunity in public employment and office has led to some definite improvement in the status of urban, between men and women violate the fundamental rights and the preamble to the Constitution which promises to secure to all its citizens equality of status and is against the spirit of national integration and secularism." The relatively steady decline of the sex ratio in India for almost 100 years is contrary to the trend in developed countries, and it does seem to give credence to the view that the neglect of women in India is a persistent phenomenon. There is no reliable statistics to explain the causes of the decline in the sex ratio in India. However, demographers tend to advance a number of hypotheses: (1) the higher under-enumeration of females in the Indian Census because of_ various social reasons; (2) the higher mortality rate of females, particularly during child-bearing ages;
and (3) What is important is to note that there is a significant difference in the rural-urban life expectancies of both males and females in India. Whilst urban population has better access to health care and sanitation, it is not unexpected that urban population has a better life expectancy, as compared with rural population. What is more interesting, however, is to note that whilst males in rural India had a higher life expectancy than females for the period 1970-85, women in urban India had a consistently higher expectancy of life at birth for the same period .
. In view of what has been stated above, it would appear that despite national efforts to increase the participation rate of women in the workforce, women in India are still very much in a dependent-status in an ordinary household, and that men are still the bread-winners. Such conclusion should not be misinterpreted to mean that men in India have plentiful job opportunities. The fact of the matter is that there are very few jobs opportunities for men There cannot be a simple answer to the above question.
However, a number of broad generalisations can be made. 23 Tisdell, C, Roy, KC and Gannon, L (1996) 
